World History I Syllabus

Mrs. Murray
Welcome to the 2010 fall semester!
Course Description: According to your course of study book, “World History I is the study of the civilizations of the ancient world up through the Romans.  Special emphasis is placed on the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans.  Students will develop a better understanding of the world religions and their importance to other world cultures.  Other regions explored are the non-Western civilizations in Africa and Asia.”  In reality, this course is a brief overview of World History from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to 1350 C.E.  It is a lot of history to cover in a short amount of time, so BIG PICTURE IDEAS are the focus of the course. My goal is to make this class as enjoyable as possible for all students (even those who are not interested in history).
Objectives: The purpose of this course is to:
· Understand the effects that specific decisions and events have had on history.

· Understand how the past affects private lives and society in general.

· Know different types of primary and secondary sources, and the motives, interests, and bias expressed in them.
Iowa Core Standards:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

· Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationship among these elements.

· Understand how and why people create, maintain, or change systems of power, authority, and governance.

· Understand the role of culture and cultural diffusion on the development and maintenance of societies.

· Understand the role of individuals and groups within a society as promoters of change or the status quo.

· Understand the effect of economic needs and wants on individual and group decisions.

· Understand the effects geographic factors on historical events.

· Understand the role of innovation on the development and interaction of societies.

· Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical thinking skills in order to interpret events and issues.
Text and Resources Required: 

· McDougall Littell World History: Patterns of Interaction Textbook

· 3 ring binder or notebook and folder

· Pencil/Pen

· Student Planner (This is mandatory if you expect to leave the room, see page 7)

· A WILLING ATTITUDE
Assessment and Grading: A variety of different assessment tools will be used to measure student performance.  One major project will be assigned each quarter.  Additionally, there will be tests, daily assignments, and presentations.

· ASSIGNMENTS:  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date in the appropriate bin near the front door.  You will be expected to work quietly on an assignment when given time during class.  If you are not capable of working quietly, I will not give you time in class to work on assignments.  I expect you to have your assignments turned in on time.  In turn, I will hand back your assignments in a mannerly fashion.  Late assignments will be accepted for partial credit as follows: ½ credit for one class period, ¼ credit for two class periods.  All assignments must be turned in prior to the unit assessment (no late work will be accepted for chapters where you have already taken the chapter test).
· BINDER/NOTEBOOK:  Your binder/notebook will be a lifesaver to you when studying for quizzes and tests.  Binders/Notebooks will be collected every test day as well as randomly throughout the semester to ensure that you are keeping up with assignments.

· TESTS:  Tests will a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and essay.  Not all formats will appear on all tests, but you do need to expect to have at least one test that has an essay on it.

· PARTICIPATION:  You are expected to participate everyday.  You cannot participate if you aren’t here, so come to class every day!
Student Responsibility: Attendance and discipline shall follow the rules of the student handbook.  Students are expected to complete all assignments and turn them in on time.  In addition, students will be required to take quizzes and tests.  Other course requirements include participating in class and completing projects (individual and group).

Attendance: Attendance will follow the rules of the student handbook.  Class participation is expected and is defined as regular attendance.  For planned absences, students are required to obtain and complete assignments before their absence.

Contacting the Teacher: I am available before school every morning from 7:30-7:50 in E4 and after school until 3:30 in the library.  Further time is available by appointment.  Please come in to see me, e-mail, and/or call if you have any questions.  My email address is michelle.murray@north-scott.k12.ia.us and my work phone is (563) 285-3437.  
Course Website: www.webstarts.com/mrsmurray

Sign below to indicate that you have read the syllabus and agree to the terms.
Signature (Student): ​​_____________________________________

Date: _____________

Signature (Guardian): ____________________________________

Date: _____________

