Name: __________________________

Stages of Revolution

Crane Brinton is a leading historian of the French Revolution.  Based on his studies, he developed a model of the stages that revolutions often go through.  Below are the six stages Brinton believes revolutions go through.  (Note: this information taken directly from page 707.)
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Create a cartoon strip of the 6 stages of revolution.  These should be comical but also historically accurate.  The upper box is for your drawing, the lower box is for your dialogue.  This is an individual activity.
Cartoon Strip Title: _______________________________
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Stage 6: Restoration


When the dictatorship ends, through death or overthrow, a power vacuum results. The order that existed before the revolution is restored.





Stage 5: Military Rule


The terror often kills most of a country’s leaders. Then the turn from radicalism makes people doubt revolutionary ideals.  A military leader steps into the gap and becomes dictator.





Stage 4: Turn from Radical Rule


In time, the violence sickens people, and the use of terror ends. The former radicals adopt a more gradual plan for effecting change.





Stage 3: The Terror


When people realize that the old problems still exist, they look for someone to blame. Radicals take control, push for more extreme changes, and execute “enemies of the revolution.”





Stage 2: Rule by Moderates


The people relax because they think they have achieved their goals. A moderate group rules. But simply overthrowing the old order rarely solves the problems that led to the revolution.





Stage 1: Fall of the Old Order


Revolutions usually cannot occur until a ruler becomes weak. Often this weakness results in problems such as starvation and unfair taxes. Anger builds until the ruler is overthrown.








