Side #3:
Voice Thread

For this menu option, you will be answering a question using the online media tool, Voice Thread.  A Voice Thread is an online media album where you can upload images, documents, or videos and make comments on these types of media.  You can make comments by recording your voice, typing a comment, inserting an audio file, or leaving a comment via webcam.  You can also draw on a Voice Thread like a white board as you are commenting to help explain what you are saying.  A Voice Thread allows you to share this information over the Internet with anyone you’d like.
In this Voice Thread you must answer the question: “How did culture and cultural diffusion impact the development and maintenance of Ancient Rome?” You may pick any topic you would like for this option, as long as it answers the question above. Here are some suggested topics for you to research and answer for your Voice Thread:

· Are the Romans barbaric because they often enjoyed such sports as chariot racing and gladiator combat?  Can you think of any modern parallels to such activity in our society?
· What are some of the main reasons for the decline of the Roman Empire?

· What are some ways ancient Rome contributed to the development of American society?  For example, what contributions did the ancient Romans make in architecture, government, education, etc?

· How did the treatment of slaves in Rome differ from the treatment of slaves in America before the Civil War?

· A topic of your own that has been approved by your teacher.

What should I know about Voice Thread before I choose this option?

Voice Thread is a relatively simple tool to use.  It does not take long to make your presentation once you have all your research and media (photos, videos, etc.) completed.  You do need to create a free account at the Voice Thread website (http://ed.voicethread.com/).  To create an account you need an email address.

I still don’t really get what a Voice Thread is.  Can you help me?

A Voice Thread can be just about anything you want it to be. For this assignment, you need to find a way to answer the question you choose in an entertaining way using Voice Thread.  Here are a few examples of what others have done with Voice Thread that you can take a look at:
· http://ed.voicethread.com/#q+world+history.b287421.i1510125
· http://ed.voicethread.com/#q+world+history.b508345.i2711321
· http://ed.voicethread.com/#q+world+history.b129185.i673603
You will notice that none of these Voice Threads are the same.  Each author used Voice Thread in a different way to do their project.  You can also choose how you are going to use Voice Thread to answer your question.  You will also notice that people of all ages are able to use Voice Thread at different levels.  I included the last example because it shows you that even very young children can use Voice Thread.
This option sounds good.  What do I do now?

1. Choose a topic and start your research.  Be sure to look at the rubric so you know exactly how you will be graded on this project.
2. Organize your research in a way that clearly answers your question.
3. Find images, videos, or other media that you would like to use in your Voice Thread.  (Notice that you do not start with this step.)
4. Create a script for your Voice Thread.  You may want to design a storyboard for your Voice Thread so you know exactly what you will say on each slide.

5. Now you are ready to get onto Voice Thread and create your project.  The next few pages tell you step by step how to create your Voice Thread.  If you have any other questions go to http://ed.voicethread.com/help/faq/.

How do I create a Voice Thread?

View this informational slideshow to give you some more information about how Voice Thread works: http://www.slideshare.net/malckiwi/voicethread-1524204.  

If you have any other questions about how to do something on Voice Thread, go to http://ed.voicethread.com/help/faq/.

How will my Voice Thread be graded?

Study this rubric to understand how your Voice Thread will be graded.
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	Accuracy
	Responses are accurate. There are no factual errors.
	Most of the responses are accurate but there is one piece of information that might be inaccurate.
	The responses are generally accurate, but one piece of information is clearly flawed or inaccurate.
	Some of the responses are accurate, but at least two pieces of information are clearly flawed or inaccurate.
	Responses are typically confusing or contain more than two factual errors.

	Research
	Research is evident.  Student sites at least 4 sources of information; no more than two sources of information are websites.
	Research is evident.  Student sites at least 3 sources of information; no more than two sources of information are websites.
	Research is evident.  Student sites at least 2 sources of information no more than two sources of information are websites.
	Research is not evident.  Student sites at least 1 source of information no more than one sources of information are websites.
	Research is not evident.  Student sites no sources of information.

	Understanding of Topic
	Student clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented his or her information convincingly.
	Student clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented his or her information with ease.
	Student seemed to understand the main points of the topic and presented those with ease.
	Student seemed to understand some points of the topic.
	Student did not show an adequate understanding of the topic.

	Spelling and Grammar
	Written responses have no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	Written responses have 1-2 misspellings, but no grammatical errors.
	Written responses have 1-2 grammatical errors, but no misspellings.
	Written responses have 1-2 grammatical errors and 1-2 misspellings.
	Written responses have more than 2 grammatical errors and more than 2 misspellings.

	Voice
	Recorded voice was always clear & understandable.  Recorded voice brought interest to the topic.
	Recorded voice was always clear and understandable.
	Recorded voice was mostly clear and understandable.
	Recorded voice was sometimes clear and understandable.
	Recorded voice was not clear and difficult to understand.


Standard met by successful completion of this option: Standard 3—Understand the role of culture and cultural diffusion on the development and maintenance of societies.
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