World History I Study Guide
Your final will be 10% of your overall grade in this course.  Please use the following study guide to help you prepare for the test.

Unit One—The Rise of Civilizations and Empires:  In unit 1, we learned how people gradually started settling down into civilizations and how some of these civilizations turned into empires.  The following questions will give you an overall idea of what you need to study from unit one.
· What does it mean to be nomadic?

· What are the five key elements of a civilization?

· What does it mean when we say that rulers in the ancient world were hereditary leaders?
· The first early river valley civilizations included civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, and India.  Why do we have varying levels of knowledge for these four civilizations?
· How did early river valley civilizations adapt to the geographic factors present in their respective areas?
· Are empires good or bad?  Use at least two of the four empires studied in this chapter [Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian, and Qin] to support your answer.
Unit Two—The Legacy Classical Greece:  In our second unit, we studied one specific area to see how it advanced from separate city-states to a unified area that turned into the largest empire of its time.  The following questions will give you an overall idea of what you need to study from unit two.
· How did the development of a direct democracy in Athens help the Athenians avoid civil war?

· Compare the similarities and differences of Athenian direct democracy and democracy in the United States.

· How did the reign of Alexander the Great increase cultural diffusion in the areas he conquered?  Use specific examples to support your answer.
· Does Alexander the Great deserve his title of “the Great”?  Defend your answer with at least three examples.
· How did the land and the sea affect the development of Greek city-states?
· Explain the Battle of Thermoplyae.  Be able to visualize the battle.

Unit 3—Ancient Rome:  In our third unit you were able to pick and choose from a variety of activities to learn about Ancient Rome.  These activities focused on the geography of Rome, the role of the Republic in the lives of its citizens, and the influence ancient Rome has continued to have on our lives today.  The following questions will help give you an overall idea of what you should know about Ancient Rome.
· Describe the geography of Rome.  Why was Rome’s location beneficial?

· What were the two different classes in Roman society?

· What were the Roman military units called?

· Why was Caesar assassinated?  What does this tell us about the value of power in Ancient Rome? How do we balance power in the United States today?
· What was the large arena where gladiators sometimes fought to their deaths called?
· How has Roman architecture influenced architecture in the United States?

· How are the branches of the Roman Republic and the United States government similar?  How are they different?

· What was the Roman legal code called? How is this legal code similar to the U.S. Constitution?
· Who was allowed to be a citizen in ancient Rome? How is this similar to or different than the U.S.?
· Which government seems more democratic: the ancient Roman Republic or the United States? Why?
Unit 4—The Middle Ages:  In our final unit we learned how the fall of the Roman Empire left people without a government.  This led to a time of chaos where learning drastically declined.  People were united only by the religion they practiced, Christianity.  The following questions are an overview of what you will need to know from unit four.

· In the fifth century, Western Europe experienced: a disruption of trade, the downfall of cities, population shifts, a decline of learning, and loss of a common culture.  Explain why these occurred.

· Describe feudalism.  Did feudalism help or hurt peasants?  Defend your answer with at least three examples.
· Where the Crusades truly a religious war?  Defend your answer.
· Explain the impact the Crusades had on cultural diffusion.  Use examples to defend your answer.
· In what ways did the bubonic plague (Black Death) contribute to the end of feudalism?
· What effect did the bubonic plague (Black Death) have on faith?















































































