Name: _____________________

Careers in History Project Proposal:
The Renaissance

For this project you will be doing research on the Renaissance as a historian would do.  Follow the steps below to create an individualized project on the Renaissance.  All students are required to have a written portion in the form of a short research paper and an oral portion in the form of a presentation.  See below for details.  All students (even if they are working in groups) must turn this proposal in and have it approved before they can present.  Projects are due after in the first week of March.  Specific dates will be discussed in class.

Step 1: Choose a topic
Circle the topic you are interested in researching

· Medicine/surgery

· The Tower of London

· Battles/Weapons/Punishments

· Music

· Sports

· Theater/Shakespeare

· Reformation Leaders/the Church

· 
Food

· Inventors

· Artists

· Daily Life of Commoners/Children/Royalty

· Schools

· The Medici’s

Step 2: Narrow your topic
In the space below narrow your topic into something more specific (for instance: instead of Leonardo da Vinci, choose da Vinci as an inventor or da Vinci as an artist).  Why narrow your topic?  It’s important to narrow your topic so that you can focus your research and you do not end up reading entire 500 page books about da Vinci.  While that would be interesting, we simply do not have enough time to do research in this manner.
· Narrowed topic: ​​​​​​​​​__________________________________

Step 3: Choose a Career

This is not your regular, everyday research project.  You will approach this project from the angle of a career that would be interested in this time period.  Obviously, a historian would be interested in the Renaissance, but I challenge you to think of other careers that you are interested in to conduct this research.  The options are endless.  Here are a few suggested careers.  Choose one or suggest one of your own.
· Museum Curator
· Movie Director

· Video Game Director

· Theater Director

· Playwright

· Architect

· Theme Park Designer

· Renaissance Fair Director

· Movie Set Costume Designer

· Other: ____________

Step 4: Choose a purpose for your presentation

In the professional world, employees must present information to groups.  You will be presenting your information in a similar manner.  In order to make this presentation, you must first define the purpose of your presentation.  Perhaps you are trying to convince some investors to give you money to make a new video game or encouraging a museum to pay for a traveling exhibit to come to their museum.  The options are endless.

· Purpose of Presentation: _______________________________
Step 5: Choose a mode of presentation

One goal for this project is for you to use a new or relatively new technology to present your information.  Circle the option you choose or write in another idea (that will need to be approved by the teacher).  You may choose multiple modes and combine them. All presentations must have research to back up them up. The most important element to the presentation (besides the quality research) is that it is creative and entertaining.  You may not read your paper!  Students will be evaluated on their presentation style.  You will receive a rubric based on the type of presentation you choose at a future date.  Regardless of the presentation you choose, these presentations are expected to be professional quality that you would feel comfortable presenting in front of the outside community (hint, hint).
· VoiceThread
· Movie (filmed reenactment or documentary)
· Website

· Museum Exhibit (bulletin board sized; provided by teacher)

· Other (no PowerPoints!): ____________________________
Step 6: Choose a group size for your presentation
Since some options may require more than one student in a group (for instance, researching Shakespeare and then performing an act from one of his plays) groups may vary in size.  If your presentation requires more than one person, you may have additional people.  However, each group member still needs to have an individual research paper to turn in and must play a vital role in the presentation.  See rubric for group requirements.  Once you have chosen a group, you may not change members except in extreme cases and approved by the teacher.  Circle the option you choose below.

· I would like to work alone.

· I would like to work in a group. 

· List group members (up to 3):

Step 7: Cover Letter
Now that you have conducted your research and made your presentation, you need to apply for the career you stated in step 3.  To do this, you must write a cover letter stating why you would be a good candidate for the position in which you are applying.  More information will be provided, but you will be happy to know that cover letters are concise.
Step 8: Submit
Once you have completed filling out this sheet turn it in for approval.  If you receive the proposal back and it is not approved you must change your proposal and resubmit it for approval.  Once you have been approved you may begin working on your Renaissance project.

· My due date for my proposal is: _______________________
· My due date for the entire project is: ___________________


For teacher only:

· Your proposal has been approved.

· Your proposal has not been approved.  Reasons for not accepting proposal:

