Name: __________________

Renaissance Art

Introduction
The time prior to the early 14th century was called the Middle Ages. People who lived during that time endured great suffering and pain. They were deeply religious people who turned to the Church to east this suffering and pain.  This changed, however, as people began to develop modern world values and attitudes. People became interested in the Greek and Roman eras, began to appreciate the uniqueness of each individual, began to question the role of the Church, and began to want to enjoy worldly pleasures of life.  This was known as the Renaissance, or “rebirth”.

Important Terms
· Humanism: the revival of classical studies

· Secularism: the concern of worldly affairs

· Skepticism: the willingness to question

· Individualism: the focus on human potential and achievement

Directions
For each of the questions below, you will be looking at famous works of art from the Renaissance.  USE SOME MATURITY WHEN ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1. Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa
a. What is the topic of the picture?

b. Describe what the character(s) and colors represent.

c. Explain if Humanism, Secularism, Skepticism, or Individualism was present in this work of art.  Provide evidence for your response.

d. Give a brief paragraph of your personal thoughts on the painting.

2. Botticelli’s Birth of Venus
a. What is the topic of the picture?

b. Describe what the character(s) and colors represent.

c. Explain if Humanism, Secularism, Skepticism, or Individualism was present in this work of art.  Provide evidence for your response.

d. Give a brief paragraph of your personal thoughts on the painting.

3. Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam
a. What is the topic of the picture?

b. Describe what the character(s) and colors represent.

c. Explain if Humanism, Secularism, Skepticism, or Individualism was present in this work of art.  Provide evidence for your response.

d. Give a brief paragraph of your personal thoughts on the painting.

4. Raphael’s School of Athens
a. What is the topic of the picture?

b. Describe what the character(s) and colors represent.

c. Explain if Humanism, Secularism, Skepticism, or Individualism was present in this work of art.  Provide evidence for your response.

d. Give a brief paragraph of your personal thoughts on the painting.

