Entrée 3:

Research Paper

Good for you!  You have chosen to challenge yourself to research an important question in Roman history.  For this option you will need motivation, organizational skills, and an ability to self-pace your work.  At the end of this assignment you will have an 8-10 page research report with citations.

You make pick your own topics for this research paper, but your paper must address all of the following standards:

· Standard 2: Understand how and why people create, maintain or change systems of power, authority and governance.

· Standard 4: Understand the role of individuals and groups as promoters of change or the status quo.

· Standard 8: Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical thinking skills in order to interpret events and issues.

As you choose your topics, you will want to remember that there should be some fluidity between your topics.  For instance, maybe they are related because they are three aspects of society, or maybe they are related because they are considered the three most enduring legacies of the Roman Empire.  It is up to you to choose what aspects you’d like to research, but you will be graded on the quality of the aspects you choose.

Possible research questions:

· What factors led to the fall of the Roman Empire? Could the fall have been prevented, or are all empires doomed to fail?

· Why was Julius Caesar assassinated? Did his actions appear to you to be tyrannical? After his assassination, his murderers made no plans, thinking that the Republic (once freed of the dictator) would be restored automatically. Why could this be considered a naïve idea? Should the conspirators have killed Mark Antony was well?  Why or why not?

· Was the relationship of Rome to its provinces generally a good one? If so, what made the Romans good rulers? What were some of the specific criticisms of Roman rule? On balance, would you have liked living as a provincial under Roman control?  Why or why not?

· Was Diocletian’s decision to divide the Roman Empire into two parts wise? Why or why not?  Be sure to consider Diocletian’s possible motives and the results of his actions.

· Historian R.H. Barrow has argued that Rome never fell. Instead it turned into an idea and achieved immortality.  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or why not?  State specific examples to support your opinion.

· A research question of your own, approved by the teacher.

What exactly do I have to do?

This project can be thought of in five parts.

1. Pick a research topic.

2. Conduct your research. Get a due date from your teacher for this step: DUE ______
3. Organize your research to answer your question.

4. Develop a rough draft. Get a due date from your teacher for this step: DUE ______
5. Edit and polish your rough draft to create your final draft.  Get a due date from your teacher for this step: DUE _____

Where can I get information on my topic?

Luckily, there are many historians dedicated to the study of ancient Rome.  You should start your research with your textbook (pages 152-183).  There are also many books available (about 64 in fact) on ancient Rome at the high school library.  The Iowa AEA Online databases will be very helpful as well.  Of course the Internet has many sources, but these sources must be credible (look for sources at .edu sites). Still looking for more?  The Eldridge Public Library has a lot of sources on ancient Rome to offer you as well.

How should I site my sources?

MLA is a format you are all familiar with.  If you’d like to write this paper in MLA, that is fine.  However, if you’d like to try a new citation style that historians use when they write you may use Chicago/Turabian.  This is a style where you use footnotes to cite your references.  If you are interested in this style, see your teacher for more information.  The most important part is that you use one citation style and cite all of your sources.

How do I get a good grade?
Your research paper grade is made up of several components.  See below for more specific deadlines and requirements to help you earn the grade you deserve.  There are three parts to this paper that you must turn in.  Each part should be turned in separately and on the dates given to you by your teacher.

Part I: Sources/References—15 Points
DUE: ______

This is the first part of your paper to be turned in.  You need a minimum of five sources to get full credit.  Only two of your sources may be from reputable Internet sites.  You may turn your sources on note cards, as a typed sheet of paper, or handwritten.  You must have the source and the fact from that source that you plan on using to get full credit.  This portion of the paper is graded on completeness.
	15-13
	12-10
	9-7
	6-3
	3-0

	At least 5 sources are cited correctly and at least 3 facts from the sources are provided
	At least 5 sources are cited correctly and at least 2 facts from the sources are provided
	At least 4 sources are cited correctly and at least 2 facts from the sources are provided 
	At least 3 sources are cited correctly or at least 2 facts from the sources are provided
	At least 2 sources are cited correctly or at least 1 fact from the sources are provided


Part II: Rough Draft—10 Points

DUE: ​​​​​______

To get full credit for this portion of the assignment you must turn in a full rough draft, complete with references.  You may use MLA or Chicago/Turabian. This portion of the paper is graded on completeness.
	10-9
	8-7
	6-5
	4-3
	2-0

	A complete rough draft of the paper is turned in and sources are cited.
	An almost complete rough draft of the paper is turned in and sources are cited.
	A partially complete rough draft of the paper is turned in and sources are cited.
	A partially complete rough draft of the paper is turned in and most of the sources are cited.
	A partially complete rough draft of the paper is turned in and some or none of the sources are cited.


Part III: Final Paper—50 Points

DUE: ______

Please turn in your sources (Part I) and rough draft (Part II) with your paper to receive full credit.
Content/Organization

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction engaging and clearly defines thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	Content connecting to thesis is clarifying, exploring, explaining, developing
	
	
	
	
	

	Text organization flows sensibly and smoothly; conclusion is thoughtful, engaging, and clear. Paper is 8-10 pages long.
	
	
	
	
	


_______/15
Use of Sources

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Researched information appropriately documented
	
	
	
	
	

	Enough outside information to clearly represent a research process
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates use of paraphrasing, direct, and indirect quotations
	
	
	
	
	

	Information connects to the thesis
	
	
	
	
	

	Sources are compiled on a Works Cited/Bibliography page and sources accurately match sources cited within the text
	
	
	
	
	


_______/25

Mechanics/Usage/Spelling/Format

	Skill application demonstrates use which represents (
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	12 point Times New Roman font, appropriate margins, and written in formal style
	
	
	
	
	

	Usage/Grammar
	
	
	
	
	


_______/10
Standards met by successful completion of this option:

Standard 2: Understand how and why people create, maintain or change systems of power, authority and governance.

Standard 4: Understand the role of individuals and groups as promoters of change or the status quo.

Standard 8: Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical thinking skills in order to interpret events and issues.
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