Name: ____________________
Enlightenment & Revolution

Chapters 22-24 cover various types of revolutions and the ideas that caused these revolutions.  For these chapters we will be taking a more holistic approach in order to see the big picture of revolutions.  Hold on to all of the handouts in this unit, as we will be referring back to them frequently.

The Scientific Revolution

During this time period, a new way of thinking about the world developed.  This new thinking was based on observation and a willingness to question assumptions.  As you skim through section 1 of chapter 22 (pages 623-628), answer the following questions about the Scientific Revolution.

1. In the space provided below, draw a picture of heliocentric theory and a picture of geocentric theory.  Label which theory is which.
2. Who would be most threatened by the new theory and why?
3. Complete this T-chart by identifying at least three major new ideas that arose during the Scientific Revolution.  In the left column, identify the important idea.  In the right column, explain what made the idea revolutionary.

New Idea


Why Revolutionary

4. What are three new technologies that developed during the Scientific Revolution?  For each technology, identify the role that technology played in the Scientific Revolution.

The Enlightenment
Challenges to scientific thought that developed during the scientific revolution lead to a period called the Enlightenment.  Writers during this time challenged many ideas about government and society.  As you look through section 2 (pages 629-635) think about the challenges that are being made and the possible effects of these challenges.

5. Why is the Enlightenment also known as the Age of Reason?  Explain.

6. How did the Scientific Revolution impact the Enlightenment?  Give at least one detailed example.
7. Two views of government emerged at this time: Hobbes’ social contract and Locke’s Natural Rights.  How are these two views seen in our government today?

8. In the chart below list the five concepts that formed the core beliefs of the philosophies (social critics) and an example of each of the beliefs.

	Beliefs
	Example

	1. Truth can be found through reason.
	1. People can reason about right and wrong.

	2. 

	2.

	3.


	3.

	4.

	4.



	5. 


	5.


9. Page 632 has a chart that highlights the major ideas of the Enlightenment.  How does the U.S. Constitution reflect the ideas of the Enlightenment?  Refer to specific Enlightenment thinkers to support your answer.

10. What do you think are the two most important Enlightenment ideas?  Use examples to defend your answers.
The Spread of Ideas

Enlightenment ideas were spread through the use of technologies developed during the Scientific Revolution.  These new ideas sweep throughout Europe and into colonial America.  Use pages 636-639 to answer the following questions.
11. What technologies of the Scientific Revolution helped to spread Enlightenment ideas?  List one specific example of how technology was used to spread ideas.

12. What is an enlightened despot?

13. Why were Frederick the Great and Catherine the Great considered enlightened despots?  Provide a specific example for each ruler to support your answer.

The American Revolution

Enlightenment ideas helped spur the American Revolution, which in turn led to further revolutions.  Use pages 640-645 to answer the following question.

14. How did the Enlightenment influence the American Revolution?

15. How did the Enlightenment influence the new government of the United States?
