Name: ______________________
Document Based Question

What trends emerged in the world that became characteristic of the early modern era (between 1500 and 1800)? Did the development of these trends have a more positive or negative effect upon the development of the world? Be sure to use the documents below when writing this essay. Organize the documents into categories, such as: documents that show the trends, documents that show a positive impact of the trends, and documents that show a negative impact of the trends.
Document 1—Columbus Letter: Concerning the Islands Recently Discovered in the Indian Sea

The thirty-third day after I departed from Cadiz, I came to the Indian sea, where I found many islands inhabited by men without number, of all which I took possession for our most fortunate king, with proclaiming heralds and flying standards, no one objecting… In the one which was called Hispana there were great and beautiful mountains, vast fields, groves, fertile plains, very suitable for planting and cultivating, and for the building of houses. The convenience of the harbors in this island, and the remarkable number of rivers contributing to the healthfulness of man, exceed belief, unless one has seen them. The trees, pasturage, and fruits of this island differ greatly from those of Juana. This Hispana, moreover, abounds in different kinds of spices, in gold, and in metals.

http://www.usm.maine.edu/~maps/columbus/translation.html

What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 2—Journal of Columbus’ Ship Recorder (Thursday, October 11, 1492)

The Admiral [Columbus] went on shore in the armed boat, and Martin Alonso Pinzon, and Vicente Yañez, his brother, who was captain of the Niña.  The Admiral took the royal standard, and the captains went with two banners of the green cross, which the Admiral took in all the ships as a sign, with an F and a Y and a crown over each letter, one on one side of the cross and the other on the other.  Having landed, they saw trees very green, and much water, and fruits of diverse kinds.  The Admiral called to the two captains, and to the others who leaped on shore, and to Rodrigo Escovedo, secretary of the whole fleet, and to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, and said that they should bear faithful testimony that he, in presence of all, had taken, as he now took, possession of the said island for the king and for the queen, his Lords, making the declarations that are required, as is more largely set forth in the testimonies which were then made in writing.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/columbus1.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 3—Vasco da Gama: Round Africa to India, 1497-1498

Both Prince John and Prince Manuel continued the efforts of Prince Henry to find a sea route to India, and in 1497 Manuel placed Vasco da Gama, who already had some reputation as a warrior and navigator, in charge of four vessels built especially for the expedition.  They set sail July 8, 1497, rounded the Cape of Good Hope four months later, and reached Calicut May 20, 1498.

1497 The Bay of St. Helena [on the west coast of the present country of South Africa]. On the day after we had cast anchor, that is to say on Thursday (November 9), we landed with the captain-major, and made captive one of the natives, who was small of stature like Sancho Mexia.

1498. Calicut. [Arrival.]  The first greeting that he received was in these words: “May the Devil take thee!  What brought you hither?” They asked what he sought so far away from home, and he told them that we came in search of Christians and of spices.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1497degama.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 4—Amerigo Vespucci (1452-1512): Account of His First Voyage, 1497

Letter of Amerigo Vespucci: To Pier Soderini, Gonfalonier of the Republic of Florence
In this land we placed baptismal fonts, and an infinite (number of) people were baptized, and they called us in their language Carabi, which means men of great wisdom.  We took our departure from that port: and the province is called Lariab: and we navigated along the coast, always in sight of land, until we had run 870 leagues of it, still going in the direction of the maestrale (northwest) making in our course many halts, and holding intercourse with many peoples: and in several places we obtained gold by barter but not much in quantity, for we had done enough in discovering the land and learning that they had gold.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1497vespucci-america.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________

Document 5: Early Voyages to the Far East
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http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/eurvoya/vasco3.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 6: Early Portuguese Raid & Trade Voyages
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http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/eurvoya/africa.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 7: “A multitude of Black People….. Chained Together”
Olaudah Equiano vividly recounts the shock and isolation that he felt during the middle passage to Barbados.

At last, when the ship we were in had got in all her cargo, they made ready with many fearful noises, and we were all put under deck, so that we could not see how they managed the vessel. The stench of the hold while we were on the coast was intolerably loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for any time…some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for the fresh air.  But now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined together, it became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place and the heat of the climate added to the number of the ship, which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This produced copious perspiration so that the air became unfit for respiration from a variety of loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died—thus falling victims of the improvident avarice, as I may call it, of their purchasers. This wretched situation was again aggravated by the galling of the chains, which now insupportable, and the filth of the necessary tubs (toilets) into which the children often fell and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women and the groans of the dying rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable.

http://www.Newsreel.org/guides/equiano.htm#A%20Multitude 
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 8: “The Men Negroes… Are…Fastened Together… By Handcuffs:

Alexander Falconbridge, a surgeon aboard slave ships and later the governor of a British colony for freed slaves in Sierra Leone, offers a vivid account of Middle Passage.  

During the voyages I made, I was frequently witness to the fatal effects of this exclusion of fresh air. I will give one instance, as it serves to convey some idea, though a very faint on, of their terrible sufferings… Some wet and blowing weather having occasioned the port-holes to be shut and the grating to he covered, fluxes and fevers among the Negroes ensued. While they were in this situation, I frequently went down among them till at length their room became so extremely hot as to be only bearable for a very short time. But the excessive heat was not the only thing that rendered their situation intolerable. The deck, that is the floor of their rooms, was so covered with the blood and mucus which had proceeded from them in consequence of the flux, that it resembled a slaughter-house. It is not in the power of the human imagination to picture a situation more dreadful or disgusting. Numbers of the slaves having fainted, they were carried upon deck where several of them died and the rest with great difficulty were restored…. As very few of the Negros can brook the loss of their liberty and the hardships they endure, they are ever on the watch to take advantage of the least negligence in their oppressors. Insurrections are frequently the consequence; which are seldom expressed without much bloodshed. Sometimes these are successful and the whole ship’s company is cut off. They are likewise always ready to sieve every opportunity for committing some acts of desperation to free themselves from their miserable state and notwithstanding the restraints which are laid, often succeed.

http://www.people.memphis.edu/~mcaffrey/AF7.html  
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 9: Trans-Atlantic exports by region, 1650-1900
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http://0.tqn.com/d/africanhistory/1/0/5/M/SlaveryTable001.jpg
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 10
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http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/sl-trade.gif
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 11: The Triangular Trade
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/africa_caribbean/docs/trade_routes.htm
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 12
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http://africanhistory.about.com/library/weekly.aa080601a.htm
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 13: Letter from Affonso I to King Manuel I

As early as 1514, the Manikongo, Affonso I, complains, writing from his palace in Mbanza Kongo, to Manuel I about the behavior of the former governor of Sao Tome Fernao de Melo

“He sold out goods at the lowest price possible. With the money he bought a slave from Goa and another. He sent us them in one of the first ships, saying they were the carpenters. At the same time he sent us come blue cloth all gnawed by rats… all this we have been able to endure because of the love of our Jesus Christ.”
Later on in Alffoso’s reign, it was obvious that whatever the initial rewards in terms of material goods and shills, the slave trade was beginning to undermine the fabric of the kingdom. On 18th October 1526, Affonso complained to the Portuguses King. He claimed the slave trade was robbing the country of its best men.
“Sir, there is in our kingdom, a great obstacle to God. Many of our subjects crave the Portugueses merchandise which your people bring to our kingdom so keenly. In order to satisfy their crazy appetite they snatch our free subjects, or people who have been freed.

They even take noblemen and the sons of noblemen, eve our kinsmen. They sell them to white men who are in our kingdom, after having transported their prisoners on the sly in the dead of night. Then the prisoners are branded. The white men….cannot say from whom they have bought the prisoners.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/10chapter4.shtml 
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
Document 14: The United East India Company in Indonesia 

The United provinces of the Netherlands was, in a sense, the world’s first modern state. It was a republic dominated by middle class burghers rather than a dynamic monarchy. Winning independence from Spain in 1581, the Netherlands became a major seafaring power. During the seventeenth century, Amsterdam emerged as Europe’s primary center for commerce and banking. Largely protestant and Calvinist, the new state, unlike Portugal, did not reflect the crusading values of the European Middle Ages. Four-ship Dutch fleet entered \Indonesian waters in 1596, visiting Banten on the western tip of Java as well as north-coast Javanese ports and returning home with a profitable cargo of spices. There followed a few years of “Wild” or unregulated voyages, when several Dutch trading concerns sent out ships to the islands. In 1602, however, these companies merged to form the United East Indian Company (VOC) under a charter issued by the Dutch parliament, the staten-generaal. Although its directors, the Heeren Zeventiren (Seventeen Gentlemen), were motivated solely by profit the VOC was not simply a trading company in the modern sense of the word. It had authority to build fortresses, wage war, conclude treaties with indigenous rulers, and administer justice to subject populations. In the early years, the Heeren Zeventien attempted to direct their operations from Amsterdam, but this proved impossible and in 1610 the post of governor general of the VOC was established Jan Pieterszoon Coen, Governor from 1619 to 1623 and again from 1627 to 1629, was the most dynamic VOC chief executive. He seized the port of Jayakarta (Modern Jakarta, also known as Batavia during the colonial period) from the sultan of Banten in western Java and established trading post at Sunda Kelapa. Coen was determined to go to almost any length to establish and reserve a VOC monopoly of the spice trade. He accomplished his goal by both controlling output and keeping non-VOC traders out of the islands. Ambon had been seized from the Portuguese in 1605, and anti-Iberian alliances were made with several local rulers. However, the English East India Company, established in 1600, proved to be a tenacious competitor. When the people of the small Banda archipelago south of the Malukus continued to sell nutmeg and mace to English merchants, the Dutch killed or deported virtually the entire population and repopulated the islands with VOC indentured servants and slaves who worked in the nutmeg groves. Similar policies were used by Coen’s successors against the inhabitants of the clove-rich Hoamoal Peninsula on the island of Ceram in 1656. The Spanish were forced out of Tidore and Ternate in 1663. The Makassarese sultan of Gowa in southern Sulawesi, a troublesome practitioner of free trade, was overthrown with the aid of a neighboring rule in 1669. The Dutch built fortresses on the site of the Gowa capital of Makassar (modern Ujungpandang) and Manado in the northern Sulawesi and expelled all foreign merchants. In 1659 the Dutch burned the port city of Palembang on Sumatra, ancient site of the Srivijaya empire, in order to secure control of the pepper trade. The key to Dutch commercial success in Indonesia was the security of its base of operations at Batavia. The security issue involved the VOC in the internal politics of Java. The earliest governor generals had not intended to become involved in Java’s politics. They had envisioned the company as primarily a maritime power, consisting of a network of forts and heavily defending trade routes. But during the seventeenth century and especially the eighteenth century, the Dutch found themselves caught up in Java’s perennial political instability. Defense of VOC interests required the raising of armies and collection of revenue from rulers and the general population to pay for them. By the 1620s, Sultan Agung of Mataram had conquered Surabay, a powerful rival state, extended his power on Java as far west as Cirebon, occupied the island of Madura after a bloody campaign, and forced the sultans of Banjarmasin and Sukadana on Kalimantan (known during the colonial era as Borneo) to become his tributaries. Batavia, already threatened by the hostile sultan of Banten, was besieged by Mataram forces by both land and sea in 1628-29. The siege was unsuccessful, and Sultan Agung had to accept the company’s continued existence on Java. Royal poets and chroniclers, however, portrayed Dutch diplomatic mission to the Mataram court after 1629 as expressions of humble submission. The ruler turned his attention eastward, devastating the Hindu-Buddhist state of Balambangan but suffering defeat in his attempt to conquer the intrepid Balinese. A revolt against Sultan Agung’s successor, Amangkurat I (reigned 1646-1677), in 1671 led the ruler, much resented for his harsh policies, to seek Dutch assistance against the rebels. When his palace was captured by the rebels, Amangkurat I sought refuge on VOC-controlled territory in 1677, where he died. His successor, Amangkurat II (reigned 1677-1703) gave the VOC monopolies over the sugar, rice, opium, and textile trade in Mataram territory in exchange for the VOC’s military support in his efforts to regain the throne. Amangkurat II also agreed to the cession of the Priangan Districts south of Batavia. In 1684 the crown prince of Banten, involved in a revolt against his own father, asked for Dutch aid and in return was obliged to make concessions that essentially spelled the end of the kingdom’s independence. In the eighteenth century, Mataram experienced continued struggles for power among royal contenders.
http://www.country-data.com/cgi-bin/query/r-6185.html
What trend is shown? ___________________________________________________________


Does this document show a positive or negative impact of the trend? ______________________
What trends emerged in the world that became characteristic of the early modern era (between 1500 and 1800)? Did the development of these trends have a more positive or negative effect upon the development of the world?
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