Name: _________________________

Alexander in Persia and India
Introduction
Alexander conquered a large amount of territory in a remarkably short time. Despite his many invasions and conquests, he gained the respect of many of those he conquered by showing respect for local cultures. Although his empire was short-lived, it left an enduring Greek influence on the civilizations he conquered. In this activity you will learn more about Alexander's conquests in Southwest Asia.

Directions
Part I: Read “Alexander in Persia” and “Alexander in India” then answer the questions below.
Part II: Create a newspaper article from an Indian or Persian point of view describing how that group would feel about Alexander the Great.

Part I: Questions for Analysis
1.  What were two of Alexander's goals in Asia?
2. What is one example of Alexander's attempts to blend Greek and Persian cultures?

3. Who were the Brahmins? Describe Alexander's interaction with them.

4.  How did Alexander treat important local rulers?

5.   What does Alexander's treatment of conquered peoples and their leaders say about him as a person and as a leader? Did he act out of goodwill or were his actions calculated to achieve his military and political goals? 

6.  How would Alexander have been viewed by those he conquered? 

Part II: Create an newspaper article
Write a newspaper article from an Indian or Persian perspective reporting on local reactions to Alexander's conquest. As you "report," try to take into account as many consequences of the invasion as you can identify from your reading.  Keep in mind the tone of a newspaper article.  Include at least 5 facts to support your article.  This article should be at least 1 page in length and can be written on the back of this sheet.
Alexander in Persia

Alexander was driven to launch his Asian campaigns by his firm belief that he was invincible and godlike. His family was thought to be descended from Hercules, and Alexander often emulated him as well as his personal hero, Achilles. Throughout his life, Alexander was encouraged by favorable omens and miracles that his diviners interpreted for him. 

Alexander's specific goals in Asia were several. Officially, he was leading a Panhellenic invasion of the Persian Empire to rid the world of tyranny and oppression, and he also sought revenge on the Persians for their invasion of Greece in 490 B.C.E. Alexander, however, conquered lands outside of the Persian Empire because he had a personal longing to see the Ocean that was believed to encircle Europe and Asia at the edge of the Earth. 

When he crossed the Hellespont with his army in 334 B.C.E., Alexander threw his spear from his ship to the coast and it stuck in the ground. He stepped onto the shore, pulled his weapon from the soil, and declared that the whole of Asia would be won by the spear. Also significant about Alexander's crossing of the Hellespont into Asia Minor was that he landed at Troy just like Achilles had done in Homer's Iliad. 

The Macedonian army soon encountered the Persian army under King Darius at the crossing of the river Granicus, near the Aegean coast. Alexander courageously plunged his cavalry into the swiftly flowing river and fought his way up the steep riverbank to meet the Persians, who were defeated in fierce hand-to-hand combat. 

Alexander proceeded to march south through Ionia and free the Greek cities there from Persian rule, and thus, he confirmed his status as the great liberator of civilized men. Then he turned northward to Gordion, home of the famous Gordian Knot. The legend behind the ancient knot was that the man who could untie it was destined to rule the entire world. Alexander simply slashed the knot with his sword and unraveled it. 

In November of 333 B.C.E., Alexander met Darius in battle for the second time at a mountain pass at Issus. Although the Persian army greatly outnumbered the Macedonians, the narrow field of battle allowed Alexander to defeat the Persians, even though Darius escaped. Following the battle, Alexander entered Damascus and captured Darius' war chest and his family. In the next year, he marched down the Phoenician coast and received the surrenders of all of the major cities there except for Tyre. A seven-month siege of the city followed, and the Tyrians eventually surrendered to Alexander. Then he continued south into Egypt after he had secured the entire Aegean coast. 

Alexander left Egypt in 331 B.C.E. in pursuit of Darius. He conquered the lands between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates and found the Persian army at the plains of Gaugamela. The Macedonians spotted the lights from Persian campfires one night, and the encouraged Alexander to lead his attack under cover of darkness. He refused to take advantage of their situation because he wanted to defeat Darius in an equally matched battle so that the Persian king would never again dare to raise an army against the Macedonians. The two armies met on the battlefield the next morning, and the Macedonian forces swept through the Persian army and slaughtered them. Alexander nearly captured Darius, but he was prevented from doing so by strategic bungling on the part of Parmenio, the Macedonian general on the right wing. After this decisive victory, Alexander was named King of Asia, and he sent letters to all of the Greek cities proclaiming that he had rid Asia of tyranny. 

Then Alexander turned south and obtained the surrenders of Babylon and Susa and acquired vast riches from those cities. Then he fought his way into Persepolis, the capital of the Persian Empire, and stayed there for several months to rest his army. After four months, the Macedonians burned the royal palace to the ground. Some historians say that this was done to avenge the Persian invasion of Greece in 490 B.C.E., but others hold that the fire was set at the suggestion of an Athenian woman, Thais, at one of Alexander's drinking parties, immortalized in poetry by John Dryden. 

In 330 B.C.E., a series of allegations was brought against some of Alexander's officers concerning a plot to murder him. Alexander tortured and executed his friend, Philotas, the accused leader of the conspiracy, and several other high-ranking officials in order to eliminate the possibility of an attempt on his life. This incident contributed greatly to the paranoia that grew in Alexander throughout his career. Later in the same year, after a long evening of feasting and heavy drinking, a fierce argument arose between Alexander and his life-long friend and companion, Cleitus. After unchecked taunting by Cleitus, Alexander ran him through with a spear. Although he mourned his friend excessively and nearly committed suicide when he realized what he had done, all of Alexander's associates thereafter feared his paranoia and dangerous temper. 

Alexander continued his pursuit of Darius for hundreds of miles from Persepolis. When he finally caught up to him, he found the Persian king dead in his coach, assassinated by his own men. Alexander had the assassins executed and gave Darius a royal funeral. 

As the Macedonians marched into Parthia, the tone of the journey changed. Alexander had adopted the Persian style of dress, rather than his traditional Macedonian clothing, and his troops were unhappy with him. They gradually became more reluctant to follow him, but his charismatic personality persuaded them not to abandon him. The change in Alexander's attire was but one part of his grand effort to reconcile Greek and Persian culture. He established training programs to teach Persians about Greek and Macedonian culture, and he even married a Persian dancer named Roxane. 

In the spring of 327 B.C.E., Alexander and his army marched into India.

All information from http://wso.williams.edu/~junterek/.
Alexander in India




Before Alexander crossed into India in 327 B.C.E., he felt the necessity to trim down the army that he had led through Persia to accommodate the different climate and terrain that they would face. He burned all of the baggage wagons of Persian booty that hindered his mobility, and he dismissed a large number of his soldiers, reshaping his army with several thousand Persian cavalrymen. 

The greatest of Alexander's battles in India was against Porus, one of the most powerful Indian leaders, at the river Hydaspes in July 326 B.C.E. Alexander's army crossed the heavily defended river in dramatic fashion during a violent thunderstorm to meet Porus' forces. The Indians were defeated in a fierce battle, even though they fought with elephants, which the Macedonians had never before seen. Alexander captured Porus and, like the other local rulers he had defeated, allowed him to continue to govern his territory. Alexander even subdued an independent province and granted it to Porus as a gift. [image: image6.jpg]



One tragic note about this battle is that Alexander's horse, Bucephalus, was wounded and died. Alexander had ridden Bucephalus into every one of his battles in Greece and Asia, so when it died, he was grief-stricken and founded a city in his horse's name. 

Alexander's next goal was to reach the Ganges River, which was actually 250 miles away, because he thought that it flowed into the outer Ocean. His troops, however, had heard tales of the powerful Indian tribes that lived on the Ganges and remembered the difficulty of the battle with Porus, so they refused to go any farther east. Alexander was extremely disappointed, but he accepted their decision and persuaded them to travel south down the rivers Hydaspes and Indus so that they might reach the Ocean on the southern edge of the world. The army rode down the rivers on the rivers on rafts and stopped to attack and subdue villages along the way. During this trip, Alexander sought out the Indian philosophers, the Brahmins, who were famous for their wisdom, and debated them on philosophical issues. He became legendary for centuries in India for being both a wise philosopher and a fearless conqueror. 

One of the villages in which the army stopped belonged to the Malli, who were said to be one of the most warlike of the Indian tribes. Alexander was wounded several times in this attack, most seriously when an arrow pierced his breastplate and his ribcage. The Macedonian officers rescued him in a narrow escape from the village. 

Alexander and his army reached the mouth of the Indus in July 325 B.C.E. and turned westward for home.
All information from http://wso.williams.edu/~junterek/.

1.  What were two of Alexander's goals in Asia? 
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2.  Give an example of Alexander's attempts to blend Greek and Persian cultures. 
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3.  Who were the Brahmins? Describe Alexander's interaction with them. 
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4.  How did Alexander treat important local rulers? 
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5.  What does Alexander's treatment of conquered peoples and their leaders say about him as a person and as a leader? Did he act out of goodwill or were his actions calculated to achieve his military and political goals? How would Alexander have been viewed by those he conquered? Write a newspaper article from an Indian or Persian perspective reporting on local reactions to Alexander's conquest. As you "report," try to take into account as many consequences of the invasion as you can identify from your reading. 
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